ABSTRACT
Gardner (1993) mentioned that every human being has all types of intelligences, but to different degrees, none of them is superior to others, and each of which can be developed to a higher level of performance, provided with the right learning context.
With the emergence of the new theory, a great deal of changes has been observed in school curriculums, especially in the realm of language learning, syllabus design and materials evaluation. MI theory provides teachers with innovative ideas in terms of classroom instruction and helps them to make decisions on the best teaching strategies and learning tools in light of students' individual differences and intelligence profiles. In the words of Christison (1996) , through applying MI theory, teachers can "address the great diversity in learners; develop learners' intelligences and create an individualized learning environment" (p.10). In the same vein, Snider (2001) also mentioned that "MI theory-related materials have the strong potential to improve foreign language instruction because they engage learners' innate abilities" (p. 6).
On the other hand, one of the main important materials in language learning is the use of textbooks. The importance of textbooks in the field of language teaching and learning has been emphasized by many researchers, namely Hutchinson and Torres (1994) who believed that,
The textbook is an almost Universal element of [English language] teaching. Millions of copies are sold every year, and numerous aid projects have been set up to produce them in [various] countries.
No teaching-learning situation, it seems, is complete until it has its relevant textbook (Rozmjoo & Jozaghi, 2010, p.61) .
Therefore, the authors should make sure "that careful selection is made, and that the materials selected closely, reflect the aims, methods, and values of the teaching program" (Cunningsworth, 1995, p.7) . For having an appropriate selection of teaching materials, students' capabilities and language learning styles should be taken Working with gifted and ordinary children at Harvard's Project Zero, Gardner intended to "understand the development of human cognitive capacities" (Gardner, 1999 (Gardner, 2003, p.6) .
Initially, Gardner (1983) proposed seven types of intelligences; including verbal/linguistic, logical/mathematical, musical, spatial/visual, bodily/kinesthetic, intrapersonal, and interpersonal intelligence. In 1999, he introduced two more types of intelligences, namely naturalist and existential.
1. Verbal/linguistic intelligence involves well-developed verbal skills in oral and written forms of language.
2. Logical/mathematical intelligence refers to the capacity to solve problems, use numbers effectively, understanding cause and effect relationship and recognizing patterns.
3. Musical intelligence refers to the ability to recognize rhythm, pitch, melody, and musical composition and performance (Gardner, 1999 
Instruments
In order to analyze textbooks, the MI checklist was (Gardner 1983 (Gardner , 1999 ). This checklist contains definition of the eight intelligences and a matrix of activities for each type of intelligence (Appendix). The designed MI checklist was translated to Persian and was used as a coding scheme for classifying and evaluating the content of textbooks with regard to MI theory. However, some of the activities involved a mixture of intelligences. For example, the activity like "Look at the picture and tell the story" addressed both visual/spatial and verbal/linguistic intelligences. These types of activities were categorized into more than one intelligence type.
Procedure
Note that basic structure and review sections were not considered. To ensure the reliability of the items presented in the checklist, two raters evaluated the textbooks individually. The correlation coefficient between their ratings (r = 0.94) revealed that, the checklist was a reliable instrument to be used in this study. Differences in the remaining percentage of the categories were resolved through discussion.
Results
This section presents the results of textbooks evaluation in terms of MI theory. From the three textbooks, thirty units were purposefully selected and analyzed to identify the intelligence types and the activities addressed. Using frequency and percentage, the results of data analysis is summarized in Table 1 
Book 2
Ten units were analyzed from this book including units 3, 7, 9, 11, 15, 17, 19, 22, 26, and 28. The total number of the activities involved in these units was 124. According to Visual/spatial intelligence ranked second catering for 41.12% of the activities, followed by logical/mathematical intelligence that accounted for 32.25% of the activities.
Interpersonal, intrapersonal, musical, and naturalist were the less common intelligences in the activities analyzed.
These intelligence types were presented in 16.93%, 11.29%, 5.64%, and 5.64% of the activities respectively.
Note that no example of bodily/kinesthetic intelligence type was found in book 2 activities as well.
Book 3
Ten units were analyzed from this book including units 1, 4, The total number of the activities analyzed in Farsi Biyamuzim 1, 2, and 3 was 327. Biyamuzim. The result of the Chi-square tests is represented in Table 3 .
As Table 3 displays, Chi-square test gives us a significant result (Sig=.000) for each of the three textbooks. This means that the distribution of the intelligence types was not equal in the books. In other words, the eight intelligences are not distributed evenly among the books. Therefore, it can be concluded that the differences between the frequencies of occurrence of different intelligence types do not have a specific pattern in the Farsi Biyamuzim series.
In order to investigate the significant effect of textbooks' level on application of multiple intelligences in their activities, Person Chi-Square test was run.
According to Table 4 , textbooks' level does not have any significant effect on the application of multiple intelligences (p> .05). This means that the textbooks' MI profile does not change as the level of textbook changes.
Discussion
In this section, the results are discussed under the research questions of the study:
Research Question (1): What types of intelligences are reflected in Farsi Biyamuzim (Let's Learn Persian) series textbooks' activities?
Analysis According to Brown (1995) , group work activities provide various situations and affective opportunities through which learners can promote their linguistic interaction and responsibility for their learning.
The least common types of intelligences in analyzed textbooks' activities were intrapersonal, musical, naturalist, and bodily/kinesthetic intelligences. These intelligences were presented in less than 15% of the analyzed textbooks' activities. Intrapersonal intelligence supposed that students at higher levels of language proficiency are able to perform more complex cognitive activities.
Conclusion

Pedagogical Implications and Suggestions for Further Researches
In this study, the researchers aimed to evaluate Farsi This study has the following pedagogical implications for researcher, teachers, and textbooks designers especially in field of teaching Persian to non-Persian speakers.
As opposed to the traditional educational system that highly admired linguistic and logical intelligences, the modern educational system should consider other intelligence types as equally important. Due to individuals' differences and learning styles, it is of crucial importance to consider the students' differences in designing textbooks and developing teaching materials.
Accordingly, teachers are required to consider students' MI profile and different learning styles, while choosing the appropriate textbooks to meet their needs. Although, it is not an easy task to cater for the various intelligences that students possess, it is possible to design textbooks in such a way to involve a variety of activities and exercises that presents the same content or concepts in different ways.
In other words, students' different needs and MI profile can be met through activities and tasks that comprise as many intelligence types as possible. 
